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FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT

LS 6268 NOTE PREPARED: Dec 16, 2013
BILL NUMBER: HB 1193 BILL AMENDED: 

SUBJECT: Compensation of Coroners.

FIRST AUTHOR: Rep. Lawson L BILL STATUS: As Introduced
FIRST SPONSOR: 

FUNDS AFFECTED: GENERAL IMPACT: Local
DEDICATED
FEDERAL

Summary of Legislation: The bill provides that a coroner who has earned a master's degree in nursing must
be compensated at the same rate as a coroner who is licensed to practice as a physician.

Effective Date: July 1, 2014.

Explanation of State Expenditures: 

Explanation of State Revenues: 

Explanation of Local Expenditures: The salary cost in some counties may increase, depending on the
educational credentials of the county coroner. Under current law, a coroner who is a nurse with a master’s
degree receives compensation that is 33% less than the compensation received by a coroner who is a licenced
physician. Under the bill, a coroner with a master’s degree in nursing would receive the higher compensation
level. 

Additional Information: Under current law, the county is instructed to fix the salary of a coroner who is a
physician at 1½ times the salary of a coroner who is not a physician and pay the coroner accordingly. The
bill would add master’s degree-level nurses to the higher compensation level.

With 89 counties reporting, the average coroner salary in Indiana is about $15,770, ranging from $4,435 to
$64,670. A listing of Indiana’s 92 county coroners notes that there are 5 with the title “Dr.” and one with the
initials “R.N.”. The salary information available for three of the five assumed to be physician coroners and
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the one nurse coroner appear in the table below. 

County

2013
Coroner
Salary Credential

Floyd $13,692 Dr.

Vigo 21,270 Dr.

Allen 46,737 Dr.

Lake 54,416 R.N.

Explanation of Local Revenues: 

State Agencies Affected: 

Local Agencies Affected: Counties.

Information Sources: AIC 2013 Factbook; http://www.in.gov/ctb/.

Fiscal Analyst: Karen Firestone, 317-234-2106.
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